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Congratulations on your engagement! I hope you find my Wedding Guide helpful in 

giving you a general idea of what to expect on your wedding day. You can find my 

package pricing and suggested vendors near the back. I have worked with a ton of 

wedding vendors, so if I can help lead you in the right direction with choosing your 

#dreamteam please let me know! 

I thrive on making your day memorable, not just through the lens. Your wedding photog-

rapher should be all of four things; creative, experienced, professional and personable. 

Personality goes a long way in this industry. You can be a fantastic photographer, but 

a dull personality does not go with the energy of a wedding day. I’m spirited, fun and 

great at managing large groups for family photos. 

I don’t overdo my wedding season, meaning I only take on a select number of weddings 

a year. I am all about the quality vs. quantity. This allows me to have the time to get your 

photos back to you in a timely manner, and most of all keep my energy levels up and 

not feel run down. There is nothing worse than an overworked wedding photographer 

who’s exhausted, burnt out and can’t get your photos to you in less than 3-6 months 

because they have so many to edit.  

Let’s book a time to meet up or chat on the phone. It’s important to me to get to know 

you, your wedding day vision and all the little details you have planned. I’m also a 

wealth of knowledge when it comes to planning a wedding, so feel free to pick my brain 

all you want! Congrats again, I look forward to working with you!

Welcome

Athena



Wedding images are snapshots of your “Big Day” in progress. To have your day documented 

by a professional photographer, one who loves capturing all the important bits of the day, your 

love and emotions is priceless. Yes, professional photography can be pricey, but your wedding 

is a once in a lifetime moment that you can’t recapture; so if you’re on the fence over the cost, 

think “Big Picture” how you will feel years from now if you chose not to hire a Wedding 

Photographer. 

In time, memories will blur, but your images will have captured your incredible day. How special 

to share these later with kids and grandkids who will love seeing you on your wedding day. It’s 

a bit of a time capsule of a very special moment in time, the beginning of a new stage of your 

life and family. 

My wedding couples are important to me, I live and breathe weddings and have solely done 

them for quite some time now. I am thrilled that you are interested in allowing me to be a part 

of one of the most important days of your lives.  Please view my portfolio and talk to me to see 

if I am the best fit for your photography vision, I am here to answer questions and chat about 

your ideas.

One Year prior to your wedding: Meet or talk to book your photographer. Most Wedding Pho-

tographers book a year in advance, so make sure to shop for your photographer in plenty of time. 

Payment - At time of booking you are required to make a $300 payment towards your package. 

This is your booking deposit and it will be used to hold your wedding date. Your final payment is 

due 1 week before your special day. 

6-12 months prior to your wedding we’ll shoot your engagement session, that way you have plen-

ty of time to send your Save-the-Dates, invitations or work on using your images for a guest book. 

Two weeks prior to your wedding I’ll confirm all the detail for you wedding including addresses, 

phone numbers and timeline. 

Wedding Day, I’ll be at your confirmed address and will follow you throughout your day capturing 

all the beautiful moments you’ll have. 

After your wedding I like to put up sneak peeks of a few images while I work away on editing 

your photos

No Regrets
Wedding Day Images Are Important

The Process
The Steps Start to Finish



Let's Have Fun
Your Engagement Session

Engagement Sessions are complimentary and is included in each wedding package. Typically we 

shoot for 1 hour, depending on the location. If this is your first time on camera together you may 

feel a little nervous, but rest assure it all goes away within the first 5 minutes.

The Engagement Session gives us a chance to hang out for a bit, chat about your wedding and 

work together. I’ll be giving you a lot of advice during this session to help make you relaxed and 

looking picture perfect! 

Engagement photos are great to use for Save-the-Date cards, invitations, reception decor, your 

guest signing book or signing canvas’. If you are an avid Pinterest user, send me your pins! I’d love 

to see what you have for ideas. 

Pretty white umbrellas are always in my car, so if it rains a bit I have you covered. I bring a blanket 

in case there are damp or dirty areas to sit on. If you’d like to bring any accessories to include in 

your session, please do!

Decide on a Look 
Are you going for a formal or casual look? the biggest 
piece of advice I have for my couples is to think about 
where these photos will be in your home. Maybe you want 
to match up with your living room or bedroom theme by 
including pops of colour into your clothes to match your 
decor. 

 
Coordinate With Your Love
I find it cute when couples have a pop of colour in their 
outfits that match, some like going with the colour of their 
wedding, others choose plaid shirts or some theme to tie 
into one another.

Dress for the Season 
If there are leaves on the ground, throw on some boots! 
If its a little warmer out maybe go with a nice wispy sun 
dress. Make sure you are warm or cool enough depending 
on the weather.

Professional Make Up 
This is also a good time to do your trial with your make-up 
artist, but keep in mind you may not want to do your hair 
the same as your wedding day. Make up tends to dim 
down on camera so don’t be shy with it! Glam up and 
you’ll feel totally fabulous for your session! 

 
Getting Your Tan On 
Just don’t go overboard, or out tan your partner haha!

 
Fur Babies
I want your session to scream YOU, so if that means bring-
ing your four-legged friend along...do so! Most couples will 
bring someone they can count on to hold on to your fur 
baby, or babies, while I focus a little on just the two of you.



First Look
Think About Doing a

First Looks can be an amazing time to connect on your Wedding Day. The rest of the day you’re 

surrounded by people and you rarely get a moment to yourself. There’s no doubt that’s the way it 

should be, you should be surrounded by family, friends and lots of love on your very special day, 

it’s all a part of the celebration of your love for one another. 

If you want to connect and make a special memory for just the two of you, one that you will cher-

ish forever, let’s find the perfect spot and capture those first moments when you see each other. 

Then bring on the madness and wonderful craziness that your day will bring. 

Some couples love doing a first look so it streamlines their ceremony to reception. This is not manda-

tory, but something to think about if you choose to.



Your Wedding Day

Getting Ready
I typically arrive 1.5 hours before you

leave for your ceremony or first look

portraits. My priority is taking care of all

the detail shots such as your dress,

flowers, jewelry, shoes, stationary and

make up. This is an exciting time of the

day and the vibe is so fun! I take several

candid photographs of everyone

getting ready, plus some group

portraits of the girls in their robes, in

their dresses before they leave and you

with Mom and Dad if they are around. I

stay until the dress is on and then I’m off

to the ceremony to grab some pictures

of the guests settling in to watch your I Do’s. 

To Help You Can
-  Tidy your environment by making the bed, clearing out suitcases and removing the clutter.

-  Have your detail items out and together and ready to go.

-  Get ready in a room with as much natural light as possible – if that means getting dressed in the 

living room instead of the bedroom, it’s worth it!

-  Plan to have your make up done last.

-  If you are getting professional hair/make-up, plan for longer than the stylist says, as this part of the 

day is most likely to run behind schedule.

-  Keep one wedding invitiation out so I can photograph it as a detail.

The Ceremony

If there aren’t restrictions on my movements during the ceremony, my standard shots include: guests 

entering, people walking down the aisle, the wedding party, readers, the officiant, and key ceremony 

moments (such as the ring exchange, first kiss, registry igning); I will also take reaction shots of the bride 

and groom.

To Help You Can

-  Ask your officiant if there are restrictions as to where I can stand or how I can shoot during your 

ceremony.

-  Let me know if there are unique or unexpected elements to your ceremony.

-  Remind your wedding party to walk nice and slow down the aisle. Sometimes we can be a little 

nervous when we are in the spotlight, so our movement speeds up.

-  Just relax, enjoy the spotlight and the fabulous moment you are all in!

-  If you are choosing an outdoor location for your ceremony, choose the shadiest place possible. 

-  Check out where the sun is at during that time of day. Shade will prevent you and your guests from 

heating up, and your photos will have a nice even lighting tone to them.

-  Encourage your guests to unplug, giving you some nice clean shots of your ceremony, rather than a 

bunch of cell phones in the crowd.

It’s Finally Here!



The Formals
These portraits, especially your group portraits are best in an outdoor location that is fully shaded, or 

if necessary, an indoor location with a plain background and natural light. As for my process of going 

through your family photos - I am an expert at working with large groups and wrangling them up for 

photos! Your family photos are done right after the ceremony, giving me a chance to have everyone 

right there at arm’s reach to place in front of my camera. I shoot every situation you can imagine and 

call out each person.  All you need to do it stand there and smile. 

Wedding party photos are a lot of fun. I usually start with the guys because in most cases I’ve already 

spent time shooting the girls getting ready, so they are all warmed up and ready to go. With the guys, 

this is my first time seeing them. So, I joke around a lot and keep it light. Guys don’t like stuffy formals, 

so I try to make it as fun as possible. For your couple photos, I like to shoo away the wedding party, 

giving you two a chance to breathe and enjoy one another. Plus, it takes the stress of having your wed-

ding party watch all your cuddle moments on camera.

To Help You Can

-  Let me know if there are any special people beyond your immediate family you’d like photographed 

with you.

-  Consider doing a “first look” and then all your portraits before the ceremony. I love this as people 

are so much more focused at this point in the day, and it allows you to move directly to enjoying your 

ceremony right after the reception.

-  Make a date out of looking for a location for your group and couple photos. Look for places that 

allow a lot of shade. Sometimes it can be hot and you’ll need it, also us photographers shoot best in it. 

Sun is a little tricky to shoot in because it casts shadows and lighting is uneven.

-  Plan two hours for this part of the day, but don’t include travel time.

-  Stick to one location for your wedding party and couple shots. You’re going to be amazed at how 

much this day will take out of you, and it’ll show in your photos if you overbook yourself



The Reception

My standard decor shots include the place settings, table settings, venue decor, and cake. I will shoot 

candid portraits until the meal is served, at which time I take a break and eat with your guests. I photo-

graph speakers, the cake cutting, the first dance, the tosses and guests having a great time dancing. 

To Help You Can

-  Avoid having speeches while guests are eating. Everyone appreciates the break, and no one likes 

reaction shots with their mouths full!

-  Put me on the seating chart so I can enjoy a few glasses of water and a meal. I like chatting up your 

guests as well.

-  Let me know if there is anything extra or special to photograph at your reception such as games, or 

events you have planned that are out of the norm.

-  Plan to take a brief 10-minute break for an additional portrait session just before sunset – the light is 

so magical then. This can be done at some point in your reception, if the location allows for it. 

Wedding Timeline
Planning Your

A great wedding timeline makes a great wedding. Some things to think about when working on this 
task is:

- When is the best light?
- Can we sleep in and be rested?
- How long will our guests be unattended and hungry?
- Have we given ourselves enough time to be relaxed and truly enjoy ourselves?

Here’s a little overview of what most weddings look like, time-wise, for photography.

1.5 hr Getting Ready Coverage
0.5 hr Ceremony
0.5 hr Family Portraits
0.5 hr Wedding Party Portraits
1.0 hr Couple portraits
0.5 hr Allotment for travel/”just in case”/relax time
0.5 hr Cocktail Hour / Photographing Reception Details
2.5 hr Reception Meal & Speeches
1.0 hr Dancing Coverage

Organize the elements of this timeline anyway you like! I suggest using your date’s sunset time as a 
starting point for plotting the rest of your day, as ideal times for portraits vary wildly throughout the 
year. Outdoor portraits at winter weddings need to happen between 2 – 4pm, whereas summer wed-
ding ceremonies and portraits can take advantage of the beautiful light from 6 – 9pm.

Note on lighting: while I prefer to use available, ambient natural light, my priority for your wedding is 
to provide clean, well-exposed photographs. Where necessary, I will use on and/or off-camera flash to 
achieve this.

Hopefully this guide has been helpful,to seeing you on your wedding day and taking lots of beautiful 
pictures!



An Elopment
Are you planning an intimate wedding with 25 guests or less? Let’s connect! These custom packages 

are based on the location and desired length of coverage.

Tropical Vibes
Planning a Destination Wedding

I have been to Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Cuba and Las Vegas to capture weddings. Though my 

travels and time spent with several wedding groups, I have completely fallen in love with destination 

weddings. If photography is an important part of your wedding day, I highly recommend bringing a 

professional with you. When using a resort photographeryou can’t choose a specific person/style, and 

the time they have with you is rushed. All destination packages include a Trash the Dress session after 

your wedding. I’ll also fill you in on how to get your destination wedding photography for FREE, yes 

free!



Preferred Vendors
iDJ Services //DJ *Promotional Package

In the Mix Productions //DJ

Capture Productions // Video

Dynamic Weddings // Video

AC/DJ // DJ

Happy Birds Wedding & Events // Planning

Power of Threee // Planning

Event Tents // Mobile Venue

Memory Laine Events // Planning

That Awesome DJ Guy // DJ

DS90 Media // Video

Ashley Paints Faces // Make Up

Make Up by Kyla // Make Up

Fraser Valley Make Up // Make Up

Creative Touch Flowers // Flowers

West Gate Flowers // Florist

Black & Lee // Men’s Attire

Dreams Come True // Wedding Boutique

Vancouver Officiant // Officiants

Young, Hip and Married // Officiants

Kick Ass Cakes // Artist Baker

Reddy Made Cakes // Artist Baker

Champagne Dreams // Decor & Rentals

Wine & Twine // Custom Decor

Montana’s Bridal Hair // Hair Stylist

iDJ Services // Photobooth

Sassy Lashes // Lash Extensions

Fariba’s Fashion // Alterations

OnACanvas.com // Canvas Prints

Smoke n’ Bones // BBQ Catering

Here to Make Your Day the Best


